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PLT Title 

4th Grade Persuasive Writing Curriculum 

 
Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

O:      Did you know the persuasive writing genre is the most exciting to teach in 4th grade? 

R:      This genre allows students the opportunity to discuss and debate their opinions in written form  

            (and it’s part of the Common Core).      

E:    Students were able to choose topics they felt passionate about.  These topics included: 

            *writing a letter to convince parents to give them a pet or other desired item 
            * should students be allowed to bring Kindles to school? 
            * should students have longer recess or a longer lunch time? 
            * should teachers assign homework? 

O:   We hope we have persuaded you to come and learn how we teach this stimulating unit. 

 

 
Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

Jess Ames * Burbank Grade 4 Teacher 

Cliff Gallant Burbank Grade 4 Teacher 

Maureen Galvin Burbank Resource Teacher 

Steve Tenhor Wellington Grade 4 Teacher 

Christina Westfall Wellington Grade 4 Teacher 

Nik von Huene Burbank Grade 4 Teacher 

 
 
PLT SMART Goal  

As part of a PLT including 4th grade colleagues from Burbank and Wellington schools, we will create a 
persuasive writing unit and implement it in our classrooms. 
 

 
 
Key Actions 

 

1. Working with our PLT, we will research persuasive writing curricula and gather materials and 
resources, including: prompts, student rubrics, exemplars, mini-lessons, graphic organizers and  
mentor texts. 

2. We will use these resources to create a unit of study on persuasive paragraphs, letters and essays, 
using a common teacher rubric to assess student progress. 

3. We will implement our persuasive writing unit and confer with our PLT members to evaluate 
student progress, using the data to further inform and refine the development of this unit. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Findings  

 

STUDENTS LEARNED: 
 
*how to organize and compose a paragraph, letter and/or essay using the OREO format; 
*how to support their opinions with relevant reasons and examples; 
*how to use rubrics for self-assessment 
 
 
TEACHERS LEARNED: 
 
*how to improve student writing achievement using mentor texts; 
*how to create mini-lessons teaching students how to differentiate between reasons and examples 
*how to develop rubrics that effectively assess student progress 
 
 

 
 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

 

1. Incorporating more exemplars to better instruct students how to creatively express their reasons 
and examples 

2. Clearly define and quantify the term “creative” in the rubric 
3. Creating a teacher rubric for grading students 
4. As a team, review the students’ work to assess areas of improvement in our instruction. 

 

 


